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A WAKE-UP SUMMER
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein

“How'’s your summer going?” It is the standard greeting from friends and acquaintances in July-August. This summer, however,
it was very hard to respond to that greeting. The very tense, frightening and often tragic situation in Israel made it impossible to fully
enjoy this summer.

We felt like mourners who are not supposed to be asked - during shiva and sh’loshim and, for those who lost parents, for twelve
months - “How are you?” (sh’eilat shalom).

How should a mourner respond? “I’m fine, thank you?” It’s not true. And the same was true for all of us. While our brothers and
sisters in Israel were burying the remains of sixty-seven soldiers and three civilians and caring for hundreds of wounded, we couldn’t
simply carry on a summer’s life as usual; and if we actually managed to do that, we felt guilty about it, quite properly.

In a sense, we were all reminded of the fragility of life, of normalcy, of peace. The Talmud tells us of such a reminder at a wedding
made by Mar brai d’Ravina for his son. He noticed that the guests were dancing too frenetically - not unheard of in our day - so he
took a 400 zuz vase (very valuable) and threw it to the floor, smashing it. The guests became more subdued. Tosafot comments that
this is the source of breaking a glass at the conclusion of a wedding (Talmud, Berachot: 30b, 31a).

What this sage was teaching (and what the Tosafists emphasized) is that weddings should be celebrated, but with balance. This is
because marriage, like life itself, is a balance. There will be great joys, but also sorrows and tragedies; wonderful fulfillment, but also
disappointments; celebratory highs, but also difficult struggles.

We were all reminded of this tension and balance in life as we suffered along with our sisters and brothers in Israel, during the
“Three Weeks” and the beginning of the “Seven Sabbaths of Consolation.” The terror from the rockets above and the horror of the
terror tunnels below shook all of us to our foundation. We realized, once again, that we can take nothing for granted, not the miracle
of the State of Israel, not the safety of Jews in Europe and not even our own secure existence in New York. In a world where terrorists
operate freely throughout the Middle East, and Israel is barely permitted to defend itself (compare Ahasuerus’ permission to the Jews
of the Persian Empire to fight for their lives on Adar 13), nothing can be taken for granted.

As we prepare to usher in a new Jewish year, 5775, we do so with fervent prayers for health, well-being and peace for Israel, for
ourselves and for all humankind. We must have the enthusiasm to rejoice and celebrate, but we must also have the wisdom to do so
with the Talmud’s teaching of balance. May our highs this year be many and our lows few.

L’ Shana Tova Tikateivu v’ Teichateimu. May we all be inscribed for a good year: a year of health, happiness, blessing and peace.

ALL PROGRAMS AND CLASSES TAKE PLACE AT THE GOTTESMAN CENTER, 114 EAST 85TH STREET
SELICHOT SERVICES
. SEVENTH ANNUAL
Saturday, September 20 at 10:00 PM | [ Timely Torah HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS
Preceded by a Collation at 9:15 PM with TESHUVAH LECTURE
RABBI DANIEL AND RACHEL KRAUS IN MEMORY OF
FLORENCE FISHEL COHEN
SHABBAT SHUVA DRASHA ROSH HASHANAH Monday, September 22 “Making a Meaningful Life:
RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN 8 :
YOM KIPPUR Monday, September 29 Doine Mitzvot and Having K L
“Judgmentalism - SUKKOT WORKSHOP Monday, October 6 | |+ oo né Having Bavamnd
Public and Private” Y RABBI SAUL BERMAN
Saturday, September 27 i Tuesday, September 30 at 7:30 pm
at the conclusion of 6:00 PM services All classes begin at 7:30 PM (see page 3)

- CHATANIM SELECTED See Page 9 -



Page 2

KEHIIATH JESHURUN BULLETIN

ISRAEL ACTION

by general topic.

during
prayers.
Friends
| during
Kiddush.

.,‘\"

KJ Service Directory

‘ Dena Block
. WC*‘T(Tk ou mze'“uu o KJ Yoetzet Halakhah ........... 201-921-8992
© YveeKly lsrael TTews Hpdate Aryeh Leifert, Licensed Israel Tour Guide
http://artzeinu.org (U.S. number, rings in Israel) . ..... 305-454-4050
Foremost Caterers ............... 201-664-2465
edited by fellow KJ members Judaica Classics (Doina Bryskin) . ..212-722-4271
Aliza Hornblass Rabbi Yoseph Lasdun,
Jonathan Hornblass, . )
At K] we Erica Schwartz Tefillin and Mezuzah Checking ..212-927-1655
enco“rage Founder: Deena Shiff McCabe’s Wine & Liquors . ....... 212-737-0790
» Park East Kosher Butcher . ........ 212-737-9800
talking o This site provides easy access | | Plaza Jewish Community Chapel . . .212-769-4400
cveryone to numerous news sources and Seasons Kosher Supermarket 212-222-6332
3 videos, and is well organized S T e
¢ Tauber Fish Market . ............. 718-338-5380

For Shaatnez checking (the biblical prohibition
against mixed fabrics typically found in the collars
of expensive men’s suits), leave suits at Kent'’s
Fashion House, 1596 Third Avenue (between 89th &
90th Streets), and they will be inspected by the
Shaatnez checker. Phone: 212-876-0088.

RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN TO DELIVER
SHABBAT SHUVA DRASHA

“Judgmentalism - Public and Private”

Shabbat, September 27, 2014 following 6:00 p.m. Mincha
at the Gottesman Center, 114 East 85th Street

Did you ever find yourself judging another person’s actions or motives? If your
answer to this question is, “No!”, then you can skip this year’s Shabbat Shuva Discourse.
If, however, you are like me (Haskel Lookstein), I urge you to come.

I will discuss the general prohibition against judging one’s fellow human being
unfavorably, its basis in Halakhah, its negative effect on teshuva, some of the moral and
psychological issues involved and the exceptions to the rule, i.e. when it is permitted - or
required - to so judge another.

In an interconnected Jewish world this subject has great relevance for our relations
with our co-religionists to the right and to the left of us Modern Orthodox and, yes, for our
attitudes toward other Modern Orthodox Jews with whose practices and ideas we may
disagree.

I hope this drasha will have a positive impact on each of us individually, and on all of
us collectively, as we try to live our lives as the Torah - with Hillel’s emphasis - mandated:
“Love thy neighbor as thyself.”

SPONSORED BY SUZY AND LARRY PRESENT, COMMEMORATING THE YAHRZEIT
OF SUZY’S PARENTS, SARAH AND EMANUEL GOLDBERGER

WELCOME

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun
warmly welcomes the following new
members who joined the Congregation
between the printing of the last Bulletin,
June 27, and this Bulletin, which went to
press on September 4:

Elyse and Tsion Bensusan
Daniel Cleiman
Jason Cohen
Anna and Michael Feldman
Melissa and Evan Garmaise
Rachel and Robert Garson
Samuel Genet
Suzan and Mitchell Hochberg
Talia and Eric Mann
Roger Markfield
Vivian and Jacob Muller
Pamela and David Ness
Talia and Eric Rosen
Ilyssa and Evan Schwartzberg
Lynda Strulovic
Chantal and David Ulmer
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Help us reach 600 likes by 5775!

Florence Fishel Cohen, 7'l
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again be given by Rabbi Saul Berman in
the Gottesman Center on Tuesday
evening, September 30, at 7:30. The
naming of the lecture in memory of
SEYMOUR PROPP MEMORIAL LECTURE Florence was made possible by a
generous commitment from the Nathan
and Louise Goldsmith Foundation. The
Directors of the Foundation knew
Florence personally because all of its
meetings are held in Rabbi Lookstein’s
office. They appreciated the special
kind of devotion and love that Florence
demonstrated toward the Rabbi, the
congregation, Ramaz and the Nathan
and Louise Goldsmith Foundation
Board Members. They felt it would be
appropriate to memorialize her at KJ in
this special way.

We are proud that the annual
FEATURING Teshuvah Lecture continues to be a
memorial to Florence, who gave forty

R ABBI SETH F ARBER years of her professional life to the

KJ/Ramaz family. We invite everyone

facebook.com/ twitter.com/CongregationKJ
CongregationKehilathdeshurun twitter.com/KJBeginners
facebook.com/KJBeginners

FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR OF ITIM: THE JEWISH LIFE INFORMATION to attend Rabbi Berman’s meaningful
CENTER, AN ORGANIZATION WHICH SEEKS TO lecture.
HELP INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATE JEWISH LIFE IN ISRAEL.
KJ
SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP:
SHABBAT MORNING, NOVEMBER 8 BE A PART

OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

AT THE CONCLUSION OF 9:00 A.M. SERVICES
AT THE GOTTES MAN CENTER Contact: KJ Executive Director

Leonard Silverman
114 EAST 85TH STREET at 212-774-5680 or LSS@CKJ.org




Page 4

KEHIIATH JESHURUN BULLETIN

KJ TO WELCOME RABBI DR. JACOB J. SCHACTER
AS VISITING SCHOLAR
AND HISTORY AT HOME LLECTURER

l< Jis most fortunate to have
numerous oppotunities in

5775 to Dbenefit from the
outstanding scholarship of Rabbi
Jacob J. Schacter, University

Professor of Jewish History and
Jewish Thought and Senior
Scholar at the Center for the
Jewish ~ Future at  Yeshiva
University. Rabbi Dr. Schacter
received semicha from Mesivta
Torah Vodaath and a PhD in Near
Eastern Languages from Harvard
University. He was the first Rabbi
of the Young Israel of Sharon, MA,
where he created a new, vibrant and committed community; he served as the Rabbi of
The Jewish Center in New York City, moving the congregation from 180 to over 600
members over the course of his tenure, and he also served as Rabbi of the Maimonides
Minyan in Brookline, MA. He has taught at Harvard and YU’s Stern College for
Women. He also presently serves as a member of the faculty of The Wexner Foundation
and The Wexner Heritage Foundation.

Rabbi Dr. Schacter is an award-winning author, having written numerous books
including A Modern Heretic and a Traditional Community: Mordecai M. Kaplan,
Orthodoxy, and American Judaism(co-authored) published by Columbia University
Press and The Lord is Righteous in All His Ways: Reflections on the Tish’ah beAv Kinot
by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, and over eighty articles and reviews in both Hebrew
and English.

He is also the Founding Editor of The Torah u-Madda Journal, a prestigious
academic publication which has gained international acclaim and has been awarded
several fellowships and grants to further his scholarly research. Our visiting scholar is
presently completing a new Hebrew edition of the autobiography of Rabbi Jacob
Emden, an eighteenth century Jewish figure.

Rabbi Dr. Schacter will be at KJ on the following Shabbatot:

October 24-25, February 6-7 and April 24-25

SAVE THESE HISTORY AT HOME DATES!
Appreciating Contemporary Jewish Life: History, Biography and Technology

October 25:
Disputations and the Burning of the Talmud: Life in the Thirteenth Century

November 22:
Did Moshe Rabbeinu Know Everything?:
Printing and the Unfolding of Human Knowledge

January 10:
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: American Orthodoxy in the Eighteenth Century

February 7:
Rabbi Soloveitchik Confronts the World Around Him

Each stand-alone lecture begins at 8:30 p.m.

FALL LEARNING AT KJ

TUESDAY NIGHT
iLearn@CK]J

Not another app, but a weekly
appointment with your heritage! Be a part
of the discussion, beginning November
11, as you delve into Jewish fundamentals
as well as the important issues facing
contemporary Judaism.
with Rabbi Daniel and Rachel Kraus
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
at 125 East 85th Street
This class meets all year long

except when pre-empted by
a Holiday Workshop or advance notice.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Crash Course

in Hebrew Reading

with Sara Rosen
Starting October 22
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Hebrew 11
8:00 p.m.

Hebrew courses are co-sponsored by NJOP
and take place at 114 East 85th Street.

THURSDAY NIGHT
with Rabbi Yossi Weiser

Living Judaism
7:00 p.m.

Rejoicing with Trembling:
The Days of Awe
September 4, 11, 18; Oct. 2

Different Voices on Israel:

Machloket I’Sheim Shamayim
October 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20

Intro to Talmud:
Mai Chanukah?
December 4,11, 18

Studies in the Weekly Portion
8:00 p.m.

Rabbi Weiser’s classes will take place
at 114 East 85th Street
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Soul Cycle

A Monthly
Spiritual Workout

with Rachel Kraus

Women of the community
are invited to participate
in a monthly learning series
which provides an opportunity
to learn, to share,
to engage, and to inspire
each Rosh Chodesh.

A variety of topics
will be addressed
in a different home each month.

The following Wednesdays
at 7:30 p.m.:

Tishrei - October 1
Cheshvan - October 22
Kislev - November 19
Tevet - December 16 (Tuesday)
Shevat- January 21
Adar - February 18
Nisan - March 25
lyar - April 22
Sivan - May 24 (Sunday, Day 1 Shavuot)
Tamuz - June 17

Location information provided monthly
with RSVP to
roshchodesh@ckj.org

MORNING CLASSES AT KJ

Mondays at 9:00 a.m.: In-Depth Talmud with Gilah Kletenik
beginning October 20

Tuesdays: at 8:15 a.m.: Parsha Foundations with Rabbi Elie Weinstock
beginning October 21

Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.: Parashat haShavua with Rabbi Haskel Lookstein
beginning October 22

Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.: Prophetic Women with Dr. Shera Aranoff Tuchman
beginning October 23

All classes take place at 125 East 85th Street. For more information, please call 212-774-5600
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How beloved to me is Your Torah

that all the day I discuss it

CHAI _MITZVAH

1

ROW Y @ UuUR G e A TR SN

To find out
about other learning

opportunities
at KJ,
please call
212-774-5678

WAS THE LAST TIME YOU CELEBRATED BEING JEWISH
WHEN YOU WERE 12 OR 13?2

When you think about a night out,
maybe it’s time to opt for something other than a movie
or a visit to the museum...

Chai Mitzvah is a way to bring your family together. It is a way to connect with our
community more deeply. It is a way to enhance your religious and ethical engagement.
Chai Mitzvah is perfect for people of all backgrounds and levels, Jewish knowledge,
and engagement with the community. KJ members of diverse backgrounds have found
the experience meaningful and worthwhile. Chai Mitzvah is an excellent opportunity
for self-discovery, to add strength to a marriage or to connect with a child becoming a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah.

Monthly sessions led by Rabbi Roy Feldman
at 125 East 85th Street on the following Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.:
November 5; December 3; January 7,
February 4; March 3 (Tuesday); April 1; May 6

For more information please e-mail roy@ckj.org
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In olden days a glimpse of stocking /Was looked on as something shocking/But now, God knows--
Anything goes.
Lyrics from Cole Porter’s 1934 musical Anything Goes
rom sleeve lengths to hemlines to 711 91 v pandw (8w onND a8 9y private. The Kodesh Ha-kodashim, the
colors and styles, Jewish law has a He saw that the doorways of the tents Holy of Holies, is only visited once a year
lot to say regarding standards of were not lined up directly opposite each by the High Priest. Holiness is not
dress for both men and women. other. something the masses crowd around at all
Nowadays, there are numerous books Bilaam was impressed by the modesty times. It requires privacy, the modesty of

about fzeniut, modesty, that focus on every
possible article of clothing you can
imagine. During the summer, one can find
various articles and pamphlets that address
the unique rzeniut challenges of the season.

I do not wish to minimize the
importance of such rules or in any way
disparage those who are careful about
observing them. Modesty in dress matters.
At the same time, we must be honest. Not
every Orthodox, observant, or traditional
Jew adheres to a uniform dress code.
Whether we were to compare various
Jewish communities (for example,
compare the Upper East Side, Lakewood,
and New Square) or even within one
congregation, people - like society as a
whole - make up their own minds about
what is considered modest.

Tzeniut is about much more than dress.
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It is about much more than “behaving
modestly.” Modesty was a value that the
Jewish people clearly possessed that others
noticed.

DR PRIOWH IPY POIR 121 N

Bilaam blessed the Jewish people with
the words: “How goodly are the tents of
Jacob’s descendants, the dwellings of
Israel.” Rashi famously comments:

of the Jewish encampment. What exactly
did he see and what does it mean for us? If
we look a little more deeply at what
Bilaam saw and the impression it made on
him, we find three valuable lessons, three
varieties of “ma tovu modesty” that require
our attention and commitment today.

1. The modesty of privacy.

The Israelite doorways were not facing
each other. People need an opportunity free
of prying, outside eyes to live their lives,
develop their own personalities, and
strengthen their ideals without any outside
interference. People need nurturing, safe
space. We need privacy.

In today’s world, privacy is in very
short supply. I saw a recent blog post that
says it all. It was entitled “Is Privacy Still
Possible?” Think about it. Many of us put
so much information on Facebook,
Instagram and other forms of social media.
Even when we don’t, so much data about
us can be collected based on the websites
we visit and our online shopping habits.
My wife is always surprised at how
accurate the suggestions are for who she
might wish to connect with on LinkedIn or
Facebook. How do the sites know so much
about us? There is no privacy.

Judaism values privacy. It begins with
respecting boundaries of the home with
windows and doorways not facing each
other. The Talmud has an entire category of
rules of hezeik re’iya which describes
actual financial liability when damage is
caused due to prying eyes. There are also
hilkhot sh’cheinim, the laws of neighbors.
Privacy is part of Jewish law.

Privacy is also something sublime.
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik notes that some
of the holiest elements of Judaism are

privacy.
2. The modesty of community.

The Israelite doorways did not face
each other, but Jewish doorways are
always in proximity to each other. Bilaam
was impressed by the Jewish value of
community. There is no such thing as a
Jew without a neighbor. If not literally,
then, at least figuratively speaking, Jews
are always lined up near others. A
relationship with others is a key element of
modesty.

Being modest in the sense of having
humility involves how we relate to another
person. A modest person does not brag
about how great s/he is compared to other
people. Modesty, therefore, involves a
relationship with another.

This is something that has been
explored by philosophers in the last
twenty-five years. Professor Irene
McMullin ~ writes:  “A  fundamental
characteristic of modesty, then, is the fact
that it is not simply a self-regarding
attitude, but is instead a profoundly other-
regarding stance.”

Rabbi Marc Angel identifies a Jewish
parallel of this that can be found in Martin
Buber’s famous book, I and Thou. Buber
notes that ideal human relationships
involve mutual knowledge and respect,
where people treat themselves and others
as valuable persons-not as things. Rabbi
Angel notes that this is the essence of
Jewish modesty. Tzeniut “promote[s] a
framework for human relationships...”

Tzeniut means recognizing that one’s
role - however special it may be - always
involves the needs of others and the needs
of society. Jewish modesty, ma tovu
modesty, involves the community.
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SHABBAT PARASHAT BALAK 535774

3. Jewish modesty is about privacy.

Modesty is also about developing an
appropriate awareness of self in relation to
others. These two elements of fzeniut are
developed within our own personalities
and relate to our own perspective of self.
There is a third element of modesty which
requires us to take into consideration our
impact on others. There is a modesty of
dignity.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch writes
that Bilaam’s declaration of “ma tovu” was
an appreciation for the Jews living moral
lives and being a credit to society. Jewish
life demonstrated decent, honest, ethical
living. [This is why the Israelites sinning at
the end of the weekly portion was so
egregious.] As such, tzeniut means living
a life that expresses the values in which
one believes.

Rabbi Aharon Soloveichik wrote that
tzeniut is analogous to the halakhic
principle of “tocho k’boro,” when
something is the same inside and out.
Tzeniut is achieved when one’s inner life is
in harmony with outward conduct.

Put differently: Tzeniut is when your
public profile makes a positive impact.

Think about it. What one wears creates
a public profile. If it has a negative impact,
this is a lack of #zeniut. Acting in an oafish
manner draws unwanted and negative
attention. That is a lack of 7zeniut. On the
other hand, if one’s behavior makes a
positive impact on others, this is the
modesty of ma tovu and represents modest
behavior - regardless of the sleeves or
hemlines.

In today’s world, Jews are perceived by
the public profile. Noted criminal defense
attorney Ben Braffman spoke at the recent
RCA Convention. He discussed the
challenge of when Jews behave in
dishonest or inappropriate ways. Due to his
line of work, he, unfortunately, is all too
aware of the phenomenon and its impact
on the community. Mr. Braffman noted
how there are thousands of great role
models in the Jewish community with so
many acts of chessed being performed by
Jews young and old. Of course, that does
not make an impression nor is it reported

as news. All it takes is one Jewish man
with a yarmulke and tzitzis being arraigned
in court, and that is how Jews are defined
by the outside world.

It is not fair. Those stories of bad
behavior do not describe us, but we are
each responsible for our individual public
profiles. We need to recognize that what
we do reflects upon all Jews and creates
perceptions about how Jews act.

Stories that pick up momentum are the

by Rabbi Elie Weinstock

positive impact on Jews and non-Jews
alike. That is true fzeniut.

This is not the 7zeniut of a guide to the
laws of modest attire or the modesty of a
dress code or even the guidelines for being
a modest person. Each of these is
important. Ma tovu modesty requires of us:

I. To respect and value privacy.

IL. To live lives in which we recognize
our role in community.

III. To always ensure that our public

PEOPLE NEED NURTURING, SAFE SPACE.
WE NEED PRIVACY.

ones describing identifiable Jews acting in
a way that makes a public impact. That
impact can be negative - as in the recent
story of a day school student with a kippa
telling raunchy jokes. Or the story can be
positive - a rabbi on his way to a shiva visit
of the bereaved families of the boys in
Israel whose presence on the El Al plane
became known and inspired many of the
people on the plane and created a Kiddush
Hashem.

We have responsibility for our public
profiles as identifiable Jews to make a

profiles make a positive impact of dignity.
Parashat Balak’s haftarah concludes
with the famous verse from Micha (6:8)
TR WT PP I
What is it that God asks of each of us?
All we need to do is act with justice and
love kindness.
TIO8 oY n2% pIxm
God wants us to live lives of tzeniut, to
live in such a way that our public lives
make a positive impact. Lives of ma tovu
modesty.
May each of us be up to the task.
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Rabbi Roy Feldman
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THE NEW DESFINAT
YOUNG JE\/\/S ON THE ULS

The Sabbath Salon

is a KJ initiative

to provide young Jews
with an opportunity to sip a cocktail,
celebrate Shabbat,
and come together as part of the community.

To get involved, or for upcoming event dates,
email sabbathsalon@ckj.org

BiG PLAMSE FROM THE KJ

YOUTH DEPRARTMEMT

5775 FALL SCHEDULE
Sept. 6 Shabbat Morning Groups Nov.2 KJBL
Begin Nov.7  Tot Shabbat Family Dinner
Sept. 7  KJBL commences Nov.9 KIJBL
Sept. 13 Tot Shabbat Daytime Nov. 16 KJBL
Sept. 14 KIJBL Nov. 22 Tot Shabbat Daytime
Sept. 19 First Bnei Akiva “Tisch” Nov. 23 Parent-Child Minyan
Sept. 20 Bnei Akiva Snif commences Dec.S  Tot Shabbat Family Dinner
Sept. 21 KIJBL Dec. 6  Fall Youth Shabbaton
Oct.5 KIBL (grades 4-7)
Oct. 16  Simchat Torah Bash Dec.7  Parent-Child Minyan
Oct. 19 KIBL Dec. 13  Tot Shabbat Daytime
Oct. 25 Tot Shabbat Daytime Dec. 13  Film Series
Oct. 26 KIJIBL Dec. 14 KIBL
Nov.1  Fall Youth Shabbaton Dec. 20 Dodgeball in the Dark
(grades 1-3) Dec. 21 KIBL

SHABBAT AT KJ

LEARNERS SERVICE
WITH GEORGE ROHR

AND RACHEL KRAUS
Weekly at 9:30 AM

INTERMEDIATE SERVICE
WITH RABBI DANIEL KRAUS
Weekly at 9:30 AM

SEPHARDIC MINYAN
Weekly at 9:00 AM

HASHKAMA MINYAN
7:15 AM
September 6 & 20
October 18 & 25
November 1, 15 & 29
December 6 & 20

KESHER YOUNG PEOPLE’S
MINYAN
9:15 AM
September 6, October 16
November 15, December 20

WOMEN’S TEFILLAH GROUP
9:15 AM
October 17 (Simchat Torah)
November 8

TOT SHABBAT
WITH RABBI ELIE WEINSTOCK
AND KJ YOUTH DIRECTOR
ARYANA BiBI RITHOLTZ
10:30 AM

September 13, October 25,
November 22, December 13
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ARTHUR SILVERMAN, ROBERT KURZWEIL, AND DR. SAUL STROMER
CHOSEN FOR TORAH HONORS ON SHEMINI ATZERET AND SIMCHAT TORAH
The officers of the congregation are pleased to announce that Arthur Silverman, Robert Kurzweil, and Dr. Saul Stromer,

three distinguished members of the Congregation, have been chosen for the highest Torah honors of the year.
Their installation will take place before the Musaf service on Shemini Atzeret, Thursday, October 16th.

CHATAN TORAH: ARTHUR SILVERMAN

ur Chatan Torah is Arthur
OSilverman, a master builder in
every sense whose honor this
Simchat Torah is all the more appropriate
because it will be bestowed in the Ramaz
Upper School, Morris & Ida Newman
Educational Center on 78 Street, a
magnificent facility that he, along with the
late Dr. Noam Shudofsky and the late past
Ramaz Chair, A. Phillip Goldsmith, and,
tibadel I’chaim, past Ramaz Chair Mel
Newman, were responsible for designing
and constructing. Arthur also headed the
construction efforts of the Chabad Upper
East Side Center and the first mikvah on
the Upper East Side, so it is no
exaggeration to blame Arthur for the surge
of vital Jewish life in our community.
Raised in Lewiston, Maine and
educated in its public schools, young
Arthur concentrated on building his mind
while those around him worked with their
hands in the town’s many textile mills and
shoe factories. In high school, Arthur
developed interests in debating, where he
excelled throughout New England, and in
science through his working side-by-side
in the industrial arts program with
classmates who were not college bound.
He matriculated at M.I.T., where he earned
degrees in electrical engineering and, from
M.I.T’s Sloan School, in industrial
management. After working at GE. on
submarine missile guidance systems, his
love of debating won out--for a while--over
engineering. He entered Columbia Law
School, won the School’s highest prize in

continued on page 12

CHATAN BEREISHIT: ROBERT KURZWEIL

ob Kurzweil, a home grown
B product of the KIJ/Ramaz

community, believes nothing is
happenstance. In the Fall of 1956, his
parents, the late Ruth and Jack Kurzweil,
were listening to the Barry Gray radio
show and heard Rabbi Joseph H.
Lookstein discussing the importance of
Jewish education and the Ramaz School.
After a brief conversation with Lillian
Jacobs the very next day, Bob was
enrolled in Mrs. Sylvia Israel’s first grade
class. He was graduated from Ramaz in
1968 and the rest is commentary!

Bob celebrated his Bar Mitzvah and
married Vivianne Hanania at KJ and
together they raised Daniele and Philippe
(PJ), both graduates of Ramaz (‘01 & ‘04)
and current members of KJ.

A licensed Financial Professional with
Axa Advisors, LLC, Bob became more
involved in KJ activities in the mid 70s as
a Bikur Cholim volunteer, leading
Shabbat morning services at Memorial
Sloan Kettering and as an usher in the
main synagogue, eventually becoming a
Gabbai for High Holy Day services. He
does all of this because he cares deeply
about helping people, and his personal
example of menschlichkeit has set a
standard that our entire community
emulates.

During Daniele and PJ’s years at
Ramaz, Bob served on the Parents
Council in key executive positions and
has filled several long-term roles at KJ as
both an Officer and a Board member. He

continued on page 12

CHATAN MAFTIR: DR. SAUL STROMER
ur Chatan Maftir, Dr. Saul
OStromer, personifies the very
strength  with which Moses
charges Joshua to lead the Children of
Israel in the Haftarah of Simchat Torah.

Saul is a child of Holocaust survivors.
His father, Mayer, z”l, spent the war years
in a labor camp in Siberia, while his
mother, Gusta, z”’l, was hidden by a Polish
family. Despite the trauma that they
experienced when their shared childhood
town was obliterated, Saul’s parents
mustered the strength to believe and hope,
and when they met and married in New
York, they resolved to recreate the
religious homes in which they were raised
and ensure a Jewish education for their
sons. They did this at great self-sacrifice,
motivated as they were by a great spiritual
strength.

Saul graduated Manhattan Day School,
Yeshiva University High School for Boys,
Yeshiva College, and New York
University School of Medicine. He went
on to become Chief Resident in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
at Mount Sinai Hospital. Today, Saul is an
Attending Physician in the Ob/Gyn
Department at Lenox Hill Hospital, and he
is also in private solo practice on the
Upper East Side. Because of his
incredible stamina and strength, he is one
of Lenox Hill’s busiest providers of
obstetrical services, and he is known to
leave shul at a moment’s notice to care for
his patients. Saul is very proud to have
delivered many children within the

continued on page 12

We invite the entire congregation to rejoice with them and with us on Shemini Atzeret and on Simchat Torah, night and day,
as we celebrate the three families whose love of, and commitment to, Torah merit our honor and tribute.
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SCHEDULE OF HIGH HOLY DAYS

ROSH HASHANAH

Wednesday, September 24, Rosh Hashanah Eve

Selichot Service (Z’chor Brit) ................. 6:30 AM

An Eruv Tavshilin should be prepared

Candle Lighting . ........ .. ... .. . .. 6:31 PM

Evening Services ........... .. ... ... .. ... 6:45 PM

Thursday, September 25, Rosh Hashanah I

All Morning Services ..............c...ooon... 8:00 AM

Tashlich ....... .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. ..., 5:15 PM

Evening Services ........... ... . ... 6:30 PM

Candle Lighting ...................... After 7:24 PM

Friday, September 26, Rosh Hashanah II

All Morning Services ..............c...oven... 8:00 AM

Evening Services ......... ... ... . ... 6:30 PM

Shabbat Candle Lighting . .................... 6:28 PM

SHABBAT SHUVA

Saturday, September 27

Morning Services . .. ..o vii i 9:00 AM

Combined Learners and Intermediate Services . . ..9:30 AM

Evening Services ........... .. ... .. .. .. ... 6:00 PM
Shabbat Shuva Discourse by Rabbi Lookstein

Shabbatends ........... ... .. .. . . ... 7:21 PM

TSOM (FAST OF) GEDALIAH

Sunday, September 28

Fastbegins ........ ... .. 5:37 AM
Morning Services . .............eiiiii... 8:00 AM
Evening Services ............. . ... . ... 6:15 PM
Fastends ......... ... .. ... ... 7:16 PM
DAILY SERVICES:

Monday-Thursday, September 29-October 2

Monday Morning . ..., 6:45 AM
Tuesday Morning . .......... ... ... ... 7:00 AM
Wednesday Morning .. .......... ... ... ..... 7:00 AM
Thursday Morning . ............ ... .. ... .... 6:45 AM
Mon.-Thurs. Evenings . ..................... 6:30 PM
YOM KIPPUR

Friday, October 3, Yom Kippur Eve

Morning Services . ... ....viii i 7:10 AM
Mincha Services .......... ... ... .. . ... 2:30 PM
Candle Lighting ........ .. .. ... ... .. ... .. 6:16 PM
Kol Nidre . ... 6:20 PM
Beginners Kol Nidre .. ...................... 5:50 PM
Saturday, October 4, Yom Kippur Day

AlLServices ......cvviiiiiiiniiinnnnanenens 9:00 AM
Fastends ......... ... .. ... ... 7:09 PM

SUKKOT

Wednesday, October 8, Sukkot Eve

Morning Services . .. ... 7:30 AM
An Eruv Tavshilin should be prepared

Candle Lighting . ........ ... ... .. ... ...... 6:08 PM

Evening Services ......... ... .. ... . ... 6:20 PM

Thursday, October 9, Sukkot I

Morning Services . .. ... 9:00 AM

Evening Services ......... ... ... . . . ... 6:20 PM

Candle Lighting ....................... After 7:01 PM

Friday, October 10, Sukkot IT

Morning Services . .. ... 9:00 AM

Evening Services ........... .. .. . .. 6:20 PM

Shabbat Candle Lighting . .................... 6:05 PM

SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT

Morning Services . .. ... 8:45 AM

Combined Learners and Intermediate Service ....9:30 AM

Evening Services . ............ ... ... 5:50 PM

Conclusion of Shabbat .. ..................... 6:57 PM

DAILY SERVICES - CHOL HAMOED SUKKOT
Sunday--Tuesday, October 12-14

Sunday Morning ........ ... .. .. L., 8:30 AM
Monday Morning . .. ... ... .. oo 6:50 AM
Tuesday Morning . .. ... ... 6:50 AM
Sunday-Tuesday Evenings . ................... 6:10 PM

CONCLUDING FESTIVAL DAYS
Wednesday, October 15, Hoshanah Rabbah

Morning Services . .. ........ . 6:30 AM
An Eruv Tavshilin should be prepared

Candle Lighting . ........ ... ... .. . ...... 5:57 PM

Evening Services ............. ..., 6:10 PM

Thursday, October 16, Shemini Atzeret

Morning Services . .. ... 9:00 AM

Mincha followed by

Ma’ariv and Simchat Torah Hakafot ............ 6:10 PM

Candle Lighting ....................... After 6:50 PM

Friday, October 17, Simchat Torah

Morning Services . .. ...t 9:00 AM

Women’s Tefilah Group . ..................... 9:15 AM

Evening Services ............ ... .. .. .. .. ... 6:10 PM

Shabbat Candle Lighting ..................... 5:54 PM

CHILDREN'’S SERVICES SCHEDULE

RosH HASHANAH IANDIT .. ... ... .. 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Nursery - Sixth Grade

YoM KippuR KOL NIDRE NIGHT ... ............ 6:20 PM
First through Sixth Grades only

YoM KipPUR DAY ................. 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Nursery - Sixth Grade

MEN: THIS KOL NIDRE NIGHT AND YOM KIPPUR DAY
DRESS UP BY WEARING A WHITE KITEL

You may obtain one at a moderate price at Judaica Classics by Doina. Please call 212-722-4271 to place your order.
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HIGH HOLY DAY
SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

The Month of Elul

* Sounding of the Shofar each morning after Shacharit

* Recitation of the entire Book of Psalms at KJ

* Selichot Services Saturday Night, September 20, 10:00 PM
in the Gottesman Center’s Falk Auditorium, preceded at
9:15 PM by a collation in the Falk Auditorium Lobby

e Selichot Services each morning beginning Monday,
September 22, a half hour before morning services.

ROSH HASHANAH

* Beginning of God’s judgment

e Sounding of the Shofar around 10:00 AM on Thursday,
September 25 and Friday, September 26. (Those ill at home
or hospital should contact Rabbi Weinstock for special
arrangements.)

Rituals to Remember

* Lighting of candles and Shehecheyanu

¢ Rosh Hashanah Kiddush

e Washing of hands and motzi over two round challahs
and dipping the pieces in honey (continued through
Hoshanah Rabbah)

First Night

* Rosh Hashanah greeting upon leaving shul:

12N0N 12m "I

“May you be inscribed for a Good Year.”

* Dipping of apple into honey with blessing over fruit and
“May it be Thy will to grant us a good and sweet year.”
130028 PR IPIR T PIE NIXI N
PN 1AM 715w 19y wInnw

First Day

e Tashlich - Thursday, September 25, 5:15 PM. Assemble at
Central Park’s “Turtle Pond” just south of the Great Lawn
near 85th St., or at Carl Schurz Park at 86th Street and the East
River.

Second Night

* Wearing a new garment. Keep in mind when reciting
Shehecheyanu at Kiddush.

e Eating a new fruit not yet eaten this season and saying the
blessing over fruit

Tsom Gedaliah (Fast of Gedaliah)
e Sunday, September 28

10 Days of Repentance

(Rosh Hashanah - Yom Kippur)

e Accept new, improved behavior and responsibility
in relating to God and one another

THE MIKVAH
ON THE EVE OF YOM KIPPUR

Every year on the eve of Yom Kippur, there is a custom for
men to immerse in the mikvah in preparation for this holy day.

One does not have to be a holy person to participate in this
activity. On the contrary, for those of us who are just trying to be
observant Jews, it is an added inspiration and preparation for a
great day of introspection.

Our practice at KJ is that we observe this custom as a group
before the morning service. All MEN are invited to assemble at
the mikvah, 419 East 77th Street (between First and York
Avenues) at 6:15 AM on Friday, October 3. Everyone will have
the opportunity to immerse and then we will return to KJ for
Shacharit services.

For more information please call Rabbi Elie Weinstock at
the synagogue office (212-774-5636).

YOM KIPPUR

* Avoidance of food, drink, washing, lotions and oils, and
marital relations

e Refraining from wearing leather shoes (wear a pair of non-
leather footwear)

* Men are strongly encouraged to wear a white kifel

e Candlelighting available prior to 6:20 PM in the Gottesman
and Newman Auditorium lobbies before Kol Nidre on Friday,
October 3.

SUKKOT

¢ All meals with bread or mezonot should be eaten in a Sukkah.

e Lulav and Etrog will be used beginning Thursday, October 9,
but are not used on Shabbat.

You may purchase a Lulav and Israeli Etrog through KJ by
contacting Rabbi Elie Weinstock in the synagogue office.
(Reservation forms have been sent to all members under separate
cover.)

Sukkah Meals in the KJ Sukkah

Wednesday, October 8 — Dinner
Thursday, October 9 — Lunch and Dinner
Friday, October 10 — Lunch and Dinner
Saturday, October 11— Lunch

(Reservation forms have been sent to members under separate cover.)
Deadline, space permitting, is Wednesday, October 1.

Members: Adults $35 Juniors* $30 Children** $18
Non-Members: Adults $40 Juniors* $35 Children** $30
*Ages 12-18  ** Ages 2-11

You must reserve space for a non-catered meal in the Sukkah as well.

Hoshanah Rabbah

*  Wednesday morning, October 15 at 6:30 AM

¢ Close of the penitential season

e High Holy Day melodies. Seven circuits around the shul
with Lulav and Etrog and beating of the Aravot

e President’s breakfast sponsored by Dr. Karin and Joel Katz
Shemini Atzeret Day and All Simchat Torah services at the

Morris and Ida Newman Educational Center
Ramaz Upper School, 60 East 78th Street
Shemini Atzeret
¢ Yizkor recited

e Chatanim presented to the congregation.
Simchat Torah

I Evening — Thursday, October 16

e BRING CHILDREN AT 6:45 PM

¢ Hakafot Unlimited — Singing and dancing celebration
following services. A light meal and Torah discourses will
conclude the evening. All are invited!

IT Simchat Torah Day - Friday, October 17

Youth groups after the Kol Hannarim aliyah

Hakafot with singing and dancing

Chatanim called to the Torah

Women’s Tefilah Group meets at 9:15 AM

Buffet kiddush following services
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continued from page 9

Chatan Bereishit Robert Kurzweil

is a regular attendee at the daily morning minyan and
is part of a group of members who organize shiva
home minyanim. As Vivianne likes to say, there is an
unbreakable umbilical cord between Bob and East 85th
Street!

Bob received his BA from NYU University College
of Arts & Sciences. Vivianne, a graduate of Lycee
Francais de New York and the University of
Pennsylvania, is currently Director of Student
Activities and Service Learning at the Lycee. Daniele,
a graduate of NYU ‘01, is a Senior Sales Associate in
the Friedman Group of Caldwell Banker/Bellmarc, and
PJ, a graduate of Princeton ‘04, is an Analyst at Corsair
Capital Management LLC.

We are delighted to bestow this honor upon Bob. It
is a true symbol of his commitment to KJ and the
Jewish people.

Chatan Maftir Dr. Saul Stromer

Ramaz/KJ community. When asked “How do you do
it?” Saul responds “God gives me strength.”

May God continue to give Saul strength to bring so
much joy and blessing into the world, and may he and
his accomplished attorney wife, Shoshana Bookson,
and their three accomplished children - Alexandra,
Michael and Drew, all alumni of Ramaz School -
continue to be blessed with the strength of character
that is a hallmark of the Stromer household.

Come together with others who are
grieving the loss of a loved one as we
explore ways to find meaning and comfort
in the themes of the High Holidays.

Join Rabbi Elie Weinstock of KJ,

Rabbi Neil Zuckerman of PAS, and
Shira Felberbaum, JBFCS social worker for KJ and PAS.

Wednesday, October 1, 2014
6:30 - 8:00 pm

Park Avenue Synagogue

50 East 87th Street, NYC

Program is open to the community and free of charge.

Please RSVP by Monday, September 29 to
{212) 632-4735 or sfelberbaum@ijbfcs.org.

SONGREGATION
A

Partners in Caring
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun

and Park Avenue Synagogue

A NIGHT OF
REMEMBRANCE AND RENEWAL

A HOLIDAY PROGRAM FOR BEREAVED JEWS

The Jewish ealing ond Hospice Aiimsce
0 WA Fedesation

@Parkf\venue
Synagogue== "
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Chatan Torah Arthur Silverman

honors moot court, clerked at the federal Second Circuit Court of
Appeals, and then went on to a 50-year legal career in which he
is still active, full-time, as a partner at the law firm of Duane
Morris LLP, concentrating on building construction transactions
and dispute resolution.

Arthur’s construction acumen and tenacious nature enabled
him to master the Ramaz Upper School’s building plans and
specifications and be at the site every morning at 6 AM for his
daily inspection. A daily memo was